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Town grieves for nine killed in
avalanche
WebPosted Sat Jan 2 21:31:08 1999

l~L ynne Robson
reports for CBC TV
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KANGIQSUALUJJAQ, QUEBEC - Grief counsellors have
arrived in this remote Inuit town in northern Quebec
to help people deal with a New Year’s Eve tragedy.
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Nine people died when tonnes of snow swept down
a mountain and crashed into a school where
hundreds of people were celebrating. Five of those
killed were children. Twenty-five others were injured.
Two remain in critical condition.

Quebec’s Public Securities
Minister Serge Menard visited
the town on Saturday. He
ordered ten more buildings
evacuated until avalanche
experts can assure people the
threat of more slides has
passed.

Speculation
ceremonial
gun salute
may have
triggered slide

The principal of the school says it will likely be
months before it can re-open. "We should not ever
go back in this building again unless something
major is done about the avalanche risk," said Jean
Leduc.

Speculation has also surfaced
about the cause of the avalanche.
Some believe a ceremonial gun
salute at midnight may have
loosened the snow. Others say the
dancing by about 500 people might
have contributed to the slide. survivors

Quebec Premier Lucien Bouchard is expected to
visit the community on Sunday.
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¯ Latest Newscast from CBC Radio

MORE:CANADA

¯ Controversial Sikh leader denied U.S. visa
¯ Metis woman won’t go to ,jail N4
¯ Sharpe stung by backlash on porn rulinq ~
¯ Top court reserves judgment on sex assault case ~
¯ New laws for same-sex couples
¯ Flu blamed for 20 deaths at nursing home
¯ Remains of mystery man found 4 years after he died
¯ Montreal stadium to be repaired ~
¯ PSAC members book off work
¯ Home sweet home for hero Reinhart
¯ Foreign actors to pay Canadian taxes?
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Nunavik Net
Nunatsiaq News
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