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Fernie: A search team of approximately 50 trained search and rescue
personnel and volunteers along with two RCMP avalanche dogs combed the
area of yesterday’s avalanche today with the hope of finding any
survivors. Tragically, the bodies of seven men were dug out of the
snow. One more snowmobiler is still missing.

The search had to be called off at 3:30 PM due to heavy snowfall and
dense low cloud at the search site that substantially increased the
avalanche hazard for rescuers. Search efforts will resume at first light
Tuesday.

The bodies of the seven recovered men were transported to Fernie where
they await positive identification from family members. The names of
the victims will likely be released on Tuesday pending notification of
all next of kin.

Further updates will be posted to www.bc.rcmp.ca as they become
available.
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